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An Analysis of the Contribution of the Folklore to the construction of

history in Sathara Korale
Abstract

Folklores are very important as a source in the narration of the history. History of
folklores is as old as the history of any area or country, moreover folklores and history
are inextricably linked. Traditional knowledge which was passed down through word
of mouth is essential to enrich culture in any country. If the culture is collection of
human’s interest, behavior, habits and rituals, human consciousness (Wiganaya)
highly affect to create it. There are numerous folklores regarding elites of Kandyan
kingdom who lived in Sathara Koralaya. It could be added new facts to history,
simultaneously could be broken down the myths in history utilizing the folklores.
Following facts reveal from folklores in Sathara Koralaya including, Kappagoda
Nilame and LewkeRala (both who were royal officials in Kandyan Court) were great
warriors who received royal awards, utilization of mountains in Sathara Koralaya by
Sinhalese kings for security purposes etc. Human feelings, opinions and ideas were
communicated through word of mouth before the origin of writing. Since folklores
are collective birth of human, it spread among them. ‘Folklores are the collective
epistemological wealth which have been passed down orally from generation to
generation as well as have been practiced for a long time’. ‘It may have existed either

prose or verse’. (Rathnapala, 1995, P. 10-12).

Keywords- Epistemological wealth, Folklore, Oral tradition, Traditional

knowledge, Word of mouth
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